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Heritage pub wrecked
Workmen have gutted the interior and destroyed the facade of the Stumble
Inn as English Heritage consider listing of this classic pub, previously
known as the Pheasant on Attercliffe Common.

news
Hearty Oak’s cask ale
proves popular

The Hearty Oak Pub & Kitchen at Dronfield
Woodhouse opened on the 1st July. It is the
former Hearts of Oak under new ownership
and has been refurbished to a high standard
with new decor and plush carpets. The pub
is a free house having been sold off by the
pub company that previously owned it, and
the policy for both the food and the cask beer
is locally sourced where possible at the moment, with the meat supplied by Border View
Farm shop just down the road and beer supplied by various local breweries.
On the opening night two cask ales were
available from Abbeydale Brewery, the range
has fast expanded to include Sheffield Brewery and The Brew Company, and they are all
selling very well.
The Hearty Oak can be found on Northern
Common, has a large car park and bus 293
stops outside on request.

Coach & Horses
award presentation
We’ll be joining the staff and regulars at the
Coach & Horses on Sheffield Road,
Dronfield, on Saturday 22nd August to
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celebrate the pub being voted District Pub
of the Year by members of the Sheffield &
District Campaign for Real Ale.
The manager of the
Coach & Horses is
New Zealander
Catherine Meuller Cat to her friends and she will be receiving the award
certificate from
branch Chairman
Andrew Cullen at
the pub, then the
party begins in style,
with a choice of beers from Thornbridge
Brewery to enjoy and Cat will probably
chuck a few Sausies on the Barbie!
If you didn’t get to the Coach & Horses’ beer
festival on the Spring Bank Holiday weekend, this will be an opportunity for you to
christen the newly extended beer garden,
weather permitting!
The presentation party kicks off about 3pm,
and bus 43 will drop you at the stop right
outside the pub.

Best value beer on
West Street
The Varsity bar on West Street in Sheffield
City Centre, a lively bar popular with students, continues to offer a choice of real ales
at very reasonable prices. With the cricket
season commencing, a suitable guest beer has

Attention pub landlords!
Share your pub news with Beer Matters
readers - editors contact details on page 26

news
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been available.

neglected pets.

Holmesfield round up

Well, I’ll go to the
foot of the, erm, Moor

Our local correspondent Nick Wheat has reported on a wander round the pubs in the
village. The Angel Inn continues to serve
Sheffield Brewery Five Rivers along with
Adnams Bitter, the Horns is serving a ‘stunning’ pint of Fullers London Pride and the
George & Dragon has Timothy Taylors Landlord.

Drink to animal
welfare!

There’s a new landlord down at the
Moorfoot Tavern - the pub is now in the
capable hands of Sue and Ian.
A karaoke contest kicked off on Friday 17th
July, hosted by DJ Buffy. There will be 4
heats running over 4 weeks, leading to a
semi final and a grand final at the end of
August. There will be 4 judges who will give
honest feedback to each singer about their
technique and give some friendly ribbing in
true X factor style. The audience will also
get the chance to vote for their favourite
singer. The winner gets £100.
The pub is still hosting live bands at
weekends, regular karaoke on Weds night
and there are lots of new drinks offers with
the new management.

Kelham Island is one of the most historic
areas of Sheffield and has some of the best
pubs.... so the RSPCA thought they’d combine the two with a Treasure Hunt where
you’ll be put into teams and will work your
way through Kelham Island (with a pit stop
at its best pubs along the way) answering
clues as you go! Those who get the most
clues are the winners... simple as that!!!
The event is on Tuesday 8th September and
commences at the Milestone at 5:45pm,
tickets are £7.50 including food and music
at the Harlequin and the event is to raise
money for their Sheffield Animal Centre,
which cares for abandoned, unwanted and

Its all going on at the
Nags Head!
Lisa, James, Richard and Josie would like
to thank all involved in the Race for Life
charity day held at the Nags Head, Loxley
on Sunday 14th June. Lisa and Josie took
part in the race for life at Don Valley
stadium. Afterwards, back at the pub, they
continued raising money by having
sponsored head shaves, face painting, raffle
and lucky dips.
The pub is now open all day every day and
is food is now also available Monday lunch
12 – 2.30pm.

CASTLE INN
1 Twentywell Road, BRADWAY, S17 4PT
Telephone 0114 2362955
5 minutes from Dore & Totley railway station or Bus M17 stops outside. Large car park.

RESTAURANT LIVE BANDS
Mick and Denise would like to Second and fourth Saturday
thank everyone for their custom
of every month
over the last two years. To cel15th August
ebrate we have the following
Swansong
special offer

ALL MAIN
MEALS
TWO FOR
£10
(book now to avoid
disappointment!)
Lunchtime Mon-Sat 12pm-2pm
Evening Mon-Fri 5:30pm-9pm

29th August
XXL
12th September
T.B.A.
26 September
Frank White
CELEBRATE
HOLD YOUR PARTY
AT THE CASTLE
We can arrange food, disco,
karaoke etc for your function

Sunday Lunch

(Book for 50 or more guests and we’ll
lay on Disco & Karaoke for FREE!)

Carvery served 12:30-4pm
Just £6.95

Please call to discuss your needs.

or enjoy a 3 course dinner for £10.95

Saturday night Bar snacks

Open 12 midday until late daily
covered smoking area
Disabled access facilities
Live Sport on the screen in the tap room
Poker night every Monday
Quiz night every Wednesday

including our new hot Panini range CASK ALES -All fromYorkshire!

news
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experience a beer festival for the first time.
Plans for next year’s festival already afoot,
the dates for the diary are 8th to the 11th
July 2010.

Inn Brief

Sunfest success
The Rising Sun’s third annual beer festival
9th to 12th July was a resounding success.
There was a little more sun and a little less
rain and almost all of the beer sold out with
punters late on Sunday being left with a
choice of only 8 beers out of an initial 60
beers (65 including the Abbeydale regulars
in the pub). The final count for the charity
fund raising is not in yet but is looking to be
well over £1000 to the Shepherd Wheel
Restoration fund.
The festival was a huge success with visits
from CAMRA groups from the Potteries,
Scunthorpe (they have been to all three
festivals), Manchester and even Portsmouth
and individuals from as far away as Cardiff,
Newcastle and Southampton!
Lots of people from afar made a combination
of a trip to Sunfest and a trip to Derby beer
festival and a number remarked favourably
on the range of beers available at Sunfest!
But once again the real success of Sunfest
was in engaging the local community with
lots of people from the area visiting, many
more than once, and in getting lots of local
people who had never been to a beer festival
before, in to try the range of real ales and

Nicole Wolstenholme and Marc Durnan are
the new managers of the Old Grindstone,
Crookes. Current beers are Taylor Landlord,
Black Sheep Bitter and Ruddles Bitter.The
pub has a snooker and two pool tables. There
is a Sunday carvery and during the week bar
meals are served lunchtime and early
evening including home made specials.
Alan and Tracy have moved from the
Grindstone up the road to the Noah’s Ark ,
Black Sheep Bitter, Taylor Landlord and
Everard’s Tiger are the beers at the moment
and for entertainment there is a 50 inch TV
with Sky.
Just nearby, the Mason’s Arms has Adnam’s
Bitter, Wychwood Hobgoblin and at only
£2.00 a pint there is Black Sheep Bitter.
The Crosspool Tavern, Manchester Road
is now selling real ale again after a few years
without. Greene King IPA is £1.69 and
Stones Bitter is £1.89 a pint. Both beers are
dispensed through the new style handpumps
where the glass is held above the bar and
there is a clear notice on the full pint
recommendations.
The Gardcners Rest at Neepsend is slowly
progressing towards reopening. At the time
of writing re-plastering had taken place and
plans were being drawn up to finish the
fitting out of the pub. Pat & Eddy hope to
have the pub open late August, if all goes to
plan this time.
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The Devonshire Cat closed for a 2 week
refurbishment just as Beer Matters was going to press. Work is believed to extend to
the cellar, air conditioning and flooring. The
pub should be about ready to reopen with
its new look just before we distribute this
issue!
A few days before the refurbishment work
commenced, an IPA night was held, which
incorporated a book reading and signing by
Pete Brown, whose new book ‘Hops and
Glory’ has recently been published, and the
evening also featured a tasting of IPAs
brewed by Acorn Brewery of Barnsley.
The Cricket Inn at Totley Bents is holding
a beer and blues festival on the 29th and 30th
August. On the Saturday Giles Hedley will
playKelham
at 3pm, Tom
RodwellBrewery
at 8:30pm. On
Island
Sunday it’s Dale Storr in the 3pm slot, and
Billy Martin Junior at 8:30pm. Details of the
beers are yet to be confirmed.
The Fat Cat will be holding a beer festival
featuring beers named after films. This has
seen Diane and Duncan scouring the country
in search of new beers with titles that can be
included. Check their website for more info.

The Brew Company
The Brew Company is now brewing the
house beer at The Devonshire Cat.
The new beer is totally different from the
old best bitter and is called Devonshire Cat
Brewers Gold. It also differs from The Brew
Company’s own beer of the same name.
“We wanted to brew something special that
you can’t get in any other pub, so
Devonshire Cat Brewers Gold contains a

mixture of pale and Munich malts and uses
the fantastic hop which gives the beer its
name. At 3.8% this is great session ale and
we are proud to now supply the permanent
house beer in a great city centre real ale pub”
The next beer styles night will take place at
The Devonshire Cat on the 11th of August
at 7.30pm and will focus on fruit beers and
spiced beers. You’ll get five beers for a
tenner and a great night with Ben and Pete
talking about the beers and the breweries that
make them. Advance tickets are available
from the pub.
Pete has been surprised at the popularity of
his new beer ‘Ginger Daze’. It is made with
fresh root ginger and the pale zesty nature
makes it a great beer to drink in the hot sun”
The Brew Co’s Harlequin special beers
continue to gain a loyal following. Pete has
just returned from the Oregon Brewers beer
festival in Portland and the new Harlequin
special was inspired by the trip. The beer is
called Conquest USPA and is a tri-hopped
beer with all three hops and the yeast being
American.
Pete is brewing a special beer for his friends’
wedding this month. It will contain oranges
and other citrus fruits and coriander. This
should be a great beer for a summer’s day.
The remainder of the brew will go on sale
in early September in local pubs.

Abbeydale Brewery
The current special Alchemy, made with
Amarillo hops, is selling very well and
should be available until mid-August. It will
be replaced probably by a return of the
Smoked Porter.

Pub news
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In the meantime Abbeydale are doing two
new beers for August - A Wheat Beer at
4.5%, which will be cloudy and made with
an appropriate yeast. The pumpclip has been
seen before but not for some considerable
time and the beer will be a completely new
formulation.
This month’s Beerworks beer will be a 4.2%
Ginger Beer under the Dr Morton’s label. It
will be made with fresh root ginger and there
has been some interesting and tasty testing
going on. Ivan Bradley, pumpclip designer
extraordinaire, instructed that the beer must
be called Ginger Beer, followed his verbal
instructions to the letter and came up with
Djinn Jar Beer!

Kelham Island
Brewery
Following their small expansion, Kelham
Island Brewery still keep selling out of beer
and so over the Bank Holiday weekend in
August a complete new brewing kit will be
installed in the existing brewery further
increasing the capacity.
They will have 2 summer July specials. As
always Golden Eagle, a 4.2% ABV Pale Ale
makes a welcome summer return. The pump
clip has been given a new look but the beer

remains its award winning best! This
refreshing golden ale is crisp and fruity with
plenty of body. Brewed using lager malt and
fuggle hops- This is the perfect summer pint.
The other July special is a cloudy dark wheat
beer called ‘Life’s a Beach’ and the pump
clip will feature a Pete Mckee painting. This
brew will also be available with spicy berries
and be called Purple Haze.

Crown Brewery
As part of his book launch, Hops & Glory,
the Crown Brewery had the pleasure of
author Pete Brown’s company. Pete and
Stuart the Crown Brewer were inspired to
brew an India Pale Ale the way it was
brewed in Burton during the 19th century
and for it to mature in a way that would
replicate the conditions the beer went
through on its journey to India.
In the book Pete talks about Madeira wine,
which like IPA, matured on its journey to
India and how the Madeira produced today
uses heated cellars, sometimes hanging the
barrels from ropes and giving them a push
to replicate the movement of the ship during
its voyage. Stuart decided once the beer had
fermented to rack it bright ( clear with no
yeast) as they would have done for the
voyage to reduce spoilage and adding hops
to the barrels then leaving the beer in the
garage of the Hillsborough Hotel where the
temperature stays between 20°C and 30°C
through the summer months.
In October it will be reseeded (adding fresh
yeast) and will be available in bottles late
November.
Two new brews to look out for this month

THE BA
TH11
BATH
HOTEL
Free house

66-68 Victoria Street
Sheffield S3 7QL
Tel: 0114 2495151
Excellent range of
alternating real ales.
Continental lagers.

Les & Sue welcome you to

The Hallamshire
House
49-51 Commonside, Sheffield S10 1GF
Tel: 0114 266 3611

•
•
•

•
•

Cosy, friendly atmosphere
Comfortable lounge
Regular real ales - Kelham
Island Gold, Deuchars IPA,
Black Sheep Bitter and
Ruddles Best, with guest ales
coming soon
Quiz nights - Monday bingo
quiz, Thursday fun quiz
and Open the Box.
Full size Snooker table +
Pool

Full lunchtime menu
Monday-Friday 12-3pm
Lite bites Saturday.
Live jazz/blues/folk every
Wednesday and Sunday.
August gigs:
2nd River Rats
9th Beat Merchants
16th Band to be confirmed
23rd Dave Bernasconi
30th Jazz

Opening times:
12-11pm Monday-Saturday
7-10:30pm Sunday

Tony & Sandra would like to welcome you to
the award winning, NEW LOOK

Walkley Cottage Inn

> Quality Food from our new kitchen
> Full Disabled Access & Facilities with Baby Changing
area
> Free Wi-Fi
> Heated Smoking Area
>Large Beer Garden

Real Ales
Tetley’s Bitter, Timothy Taylor’s Landlord, Bombardier
Bitter, Adnams Bitter, Deuchars IPA & guest beers.

Gaffer’s Quiz
Every Thursday - Free entry, free sandwiches, prizes to be
won, open the box competition and more
46 Bole Hill Road, Sheffield
Bus routes 52 and 94/95
Tel: 0114 2344968
www.walkleycottage.co.uk

News
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are Billy Cobham 4.1% and Nathanial ‘King’
Cole 3.8% using Tettnang a traditional
German Lager aroma hop, both new entries
to the Jazz series.

Thornbridge Brewery

Craven Silk (4% ABV) is a golden summer
ale made with a selection of American and
Slovenian hops, Maris Otter Pale Ale and
Crystal malts and infused with freshly
picked (by the brewers) Derbyshire
elderflowers.
An initial aroma of elderflower and a clean
and zesty flavour. Fresh and grassy hop
characters and a light, refreshing bitter finish
make this beer the ideal warm weather pint.
The elderflower character lingers long after
swallowing.
Craven Silk was previously brewed in 2005
and was one of the first experimental beers
to come out of Thornbridge Brewery.
July saw the release of Seaforth, a beer
developed in the style of a classic English
IPA. Seaforth (5.9%) is light copper in
colour with a nose of fruit and berries, a
gentle maltiness in the mouth and a
wonderful citrus, lemon-pith bitterness.

The production of the IPA is timely as our
friend Pete Brown has just launched his
fantastic new book “Hops and Glory: One
Man’s Search for the Beer That Built the
British Empire”. The book is a great read –
funny and informative and so when we
began to think of a name for the beer who
better to turn to than Pete. He explained to
us:
The Seaforth was an East Indiaman, one of
the giant, beautiful ships that took bullion,
people and provisions to India when it was
ruled by the English East India Company.
One of her main cargoes was beer – brewing
was impossible in the harsh Indian climate,
and thirsty troops and civilians needed
something refreshing that was safer to drink
than water, which was polluted, and arak, a
fierce local brew that often proved fatal.
The earliest beer known as India Pale Ale
was brewed in London, and while it survived
the journey and built up a fanatical
following, the brewer got greedy and started
to apply extortionate terms. The East India
Company came north, to Burton on Trent,
to try to find a competitor to enter the market.
Samuel Allsopp of Burton on Trent brewed
an India Pale Ale in 1822, and transported it
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to the docks in Liverpool. There, his cargo
was laded onto two ships, the Bencoolen
and, just behind her, the Seaforth. They
arrived in Calcutta in April 1822.

Sheffield Brewery Co

Brewery Co. says, “we’re really excited by
the prospect of revealing our new logo. It’s
based on our established strapline “the
hallmark of a perfect pint.” and is a true
reflection of the fine quality cask ales that
the brewery is producing.”

Pub of the month
The pub of the month awards are designed
to highlight those good local pubs that offer
good quality real ale in a friendly and
comfortable environment. The pubs listed
below are the current nominations, members
are invited to vote yes or no for each one.

The Princess Royal in Crookes has recently
started ordering Five Rivers and Seven Hills
through the SIBA direct delivery scheme.
Landlady Jane says: “the locals really enjoy
a pint brewed from The Sheffield Brewery
Co. These are great tasting ales which my
customers really enjoy and I’ll definitely be
ordering more.” The Princess Royal offer a
very warm welcome to everyone and on
August Bank Holiday Jane is holding a
family fun weekend with lots of great events
organised- so why not pop in and support
another great local community pub!
Seven Hills, another of The Sheffield
Brewery Co. core ales, as featured with Tim
Stillman and his award, was successful in
claiming another prize winning honour at
the Rotherham Oakwood Beer Festival.
We can’t reveal details quite yet but lookout
for our new logo which will be launched in
August. Eddy Munnelly landlord of the
Gardeners Rest and director of The Sheffield

Three Merry Lads, Lodge Moor
Nottingham House, Broomhill
Rawson Spring (Wetherspoon) , Hillsborough
Lord Nelson, Sheffield City Centre
Nags Head, Loxley
Plough Inn, Low Bradfield

THE DEVONSHIRE CAT
DEVONSHIRE QUARTER
49 WELLINGTON STREET S1 4HG
0114 2796700
www.devonshirecat.co.uk

OVER 100 BEERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
CHOOSE A REAL ALE FROM OUR SELECTION OF 12 DIFFERENT REAL ALES AT ALL TIMES!
EVER TRIED A TRAPPIST BEER MADE BY MONKS?
THERE ARE 7 DIFFERENT TRAPPIST BREWERIES; WE HAVE BEERS FROM 6 OF THEM!
MAYBE SOMETHING A BIT SWEETER?
WE HAVE FRUIT BEERS ON DRAUGHT AND IN BOTTLES
WE OFFER FRESHLY PREPARED FOOD FOR ALL!
WHETHER YOU WANT A LIGHT SNACK, A LIGHT OR HEARTY MEAL, YOU WON’T BE DISAPPOINTED! AND OF COURSE YOU
COULD TRY ONE OF OUR RENOWNED HOMEMADE BEEF BURGERS.
YOU MAY HAVE HAD FOOD MATCHED WITH WINE?
HERE AT THE DEVONSHIRE CAT WE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR DIVERSE SELECTION OF BEER STYLES & FLAVOURS TO
COMPLIMENT OUR FOOD!
ENJOY EXCELLENT BEER & FOOD IN OUR RELAXED AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE HERE AT THE DEVONSHIRE CAT!

CATERING KITCHENS
SHEFFIELD S4 7QS
Do you have a need for
Commercial Catering Equipment and Sound Advice?

We supply Cookers, Grills, Fryers, Bain Maries,
Back Bar Equipment, Panninis etc.
Glass and Dish Washers, Stainless Steel Tables and Sinks
New & Reconditioned
Leasing Available
Ring for Brochure or Visit our 3500 SQ FT Showroom
Ample Parking
100 Lyons Street, off Carlisle Street, Sheffield S4 7QS
Tel: 0114 276 3550
Fax: 0114 270 6128

THE ANVIL
STANNINGTON ROAD

Forging Ahead
Now three handpulled beers including a LocAle
Real Ales currently available are:
Adnams Bitter - Bradfield Farmers Bitter - Sharps Doom Bar
+ A selection of beers, lagers and ciders
Good food at
healthy prices
served
lunchtimes

Heated smoking
area to rear

Quiz Night Tuesdays
Free entry, free sandwiches,
gallon of beer to winner
+ draw for bottle of wine and
a T-shirt

106 Stannington Road S6 5FN
Tel: 0114 234 3738
Buses 11, 12, and 61/62 stop outside

THE COBDEN VIEW
40 Cobden View Road, Crookes, S10 1HQ 0114 2661273

Andy and his team wish everyone a warm welcome
BEER Garden/SKY TV - SKY SPORTS + PREM PLUS on big TVs

Tues Night Quiz; Thurs Acoustic Music Sessions; Regular live music
Saturday; Sun Night Music Quiz (win a gallon)
Regular High Standard Backgammon Tournaments

Cask Ales AAvvailable
Black Sheep Bitter, Caledonian Deuchars IPA
Bradfield Farmers Blonde, Wychwood Hobgoblin and Old Speckled Hen
Open Mon-Thurs 1p.m - 12 a.m.; Fri1 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Saturdays 12 -1 a.m.; Sundays 12 -12 a.m

Chris & Mandy look forward to welcoming you to...

The Plough Inn

a genuine free house and friendly country pub at Low Bradfield.

Tel: 0114 2851280
Selection of real ales from the local Bradfield Brewery and other guest ales.
Three quarter size snooker table
Large beer garden
Children’s play area
Wholesome home cooked food available at reasonable prices
- lunchtimes Mon to Sat 12:00-2:30 and evenings Wed to Sat 5:30-8:30
- Now serving food all day Sunday until 8pm.
Quiz night Wednesday - Free entry, free buffet, gallon of beer to winner
Music evening - all types - First Tuesday of the month. Listen or join in.
Cask Marque accredited for quality of cask ale.
CELEBRATING 200 YEARS AS A PUB IN 2009!

Get here on bus routes 61/62, car parking also available.
Open Mon-Tues 12-3pm and 7-11pm, Wed to Sun12pm-11pm.

yorkshire pub of the year 2004, 2007 and 2008
nationaL CaMra pub of the year 2008

KELHAM ISLAND TAVERN
Sheffield’s Quality Real Ale House
D At least 11 real ales always including a mild and a stout/porter,
served in lined glasses guaranteeing full pints.
D Large range of draught and bottled continental biers.
D Traditional Ciders
D Food Served 12-3pm Monday-Saturday
D Folk Nights Every Sunday
D Disabled Access Facilities
D Quiz night every Monday from 9 o’clock with free snacks
D Multi award winning beer garden
OPENING HOURS
Monday - Thursday: 12pm - 11pm, Friday - Sunday 12pm - Late
Tel. 0114 272 2482
www.kelhamislandtavern.co.uk
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T’Ale of two cities

During June, I visited Czech Republic and
Poland, in between which I made regular
visits to the usual suspects in the Valley of
Beer (and Huddersfield, but that’s another
story...). While I spend more time in Poland,
I find Czecho by far the better for beer, so at
the end of June I made a long-overdue return
to Praha (Prague to the uninitiated). For
reference, at the time of my visit roughly
30Kc = £1 (a far cry from the 48Kc the £
bought on my first visit – Gordon Brown
has a lot to answer for!)
Upon landing at Praha airport, I made the
usual bus (119) + subway journey to central
Praha, at a comparatively extortionate 26Kc
– it was a mere 12Kc when I first visited in
2003 – then again, that still works out around
90p so can’t grumble too much! I then
headed to Pivovar Klub at Krizikova 17
(near Florenc metro station), hoping to find
one of their own on-site brewed beers. No
such luck, however they did still have six
draught beers, alongside one of the best
bottle ranges in Czecho. Due to lack of time,
I didn’t even start on the bottles, and draught
wise was restricted to Svijany Svijanska
Knezna Tmave 13º and Grizzly Polotmave
18º from Berounsky Medved.
(At this point, a very quick lesson in Czech
language and alcohol measurements: Svetle
= light; Tmave = dark; Polotmave =
‘half’dark’. Most draught Czech beers only
quote strength in Balling notation, based on
fermentable content of the unfermented beer.
10º is roughly 4% abv, and 12º is roughly
5%. So if your mates tell you they drank a
gallon of 10% beer in Praha, they’re
probably wrong!)
The following night was dedicated to the
more touristy destinations, with a quick visit

by Dave Unpronouncable

to U Fleku – supposedly the world’s oldest
brewpub – for their single brew. At 49Kc
for 0.4l (and waiters who all but force feed
you Becherovka – not complimentary in
either sense!) it’s just as well this is a classic
dark beer, but even with the quality of the
brew I was not tempted to stay at those
prices. I followed this up with a return to
Pivovar Dum on Jecna, where the latest
seasonal was Koprivove (nettle), to
complement their standard range including
Kavove (coffee), Visnove (cherry),
Bananove (can you guess?), alongside more
conventional offerings as Psenichne (wheat)
and Svetle and Tmave, both excellent
examples of their respective types.
For my third night, I started off by catching
a train to Praha Vrsovice (5 mins from the
main station), and walked from there to the
Basta brewpub at Taborska 49. Only two
beers were on, Svetle Special 15º and
Polotmave 12º, so after a swift one of each,
I adjourned to Zly Casy at Cestmirova 5.
Here I found half a dozen draught beers, and
another superb range of bottles. From the
draught range, I sampled Dacicky 10º, a
fairly standard Czech pale lager, before
going to the opposite end of the scale with
Opat Tresea Tmave, a chewy, slightly
sweet, dark beer. I then tried something
slightly different, Svet Piva Am Weisse
Experimental, a take on an American wheat
beer from a local picobrewery. I finished my
session with Matuska TM 14º, a strong dark
beer, and took away bottles of Nova Paka
Podkrkonossky Special Tmave, Janacek
Comenius Special Svetle 14º, and Zatec
Svetle.
I then caught a train back to the centre (well,
I was using a first class rail rover ticket –
Sitove Klasik Tydenni – a bargain at

T’Ale of two cities
1,490Kc for 7 days first class travel in the
whole Czech Republic), and headed to Hotel
Viktor , a rare outlet for Chyne beers. I tried
Svetle 10º and Tmave Special 14º, both at
a comparatively expensive 30Kc for 0.3l
Finally, I found myself at U Radnica, where
among the more common offerings (8 taps
in total) I tried Kvasar Tmave 13º, U
Richarda Visnovy 12º, a pleasantly
refreshing cherry beer from near Brno, and
Berounsky Medved Tmavy 13º, brewed in
a brewpub surrounded by a scrapyard and
industrial units!
Back in (mostly) sunny Sheffield, a festival
in the Kelham Island Tavern brought forth
yet more new beers (and not the rain, for
once). Among the 30+ beers were some
hoppy delights such as Mallinsons
Quenched (3.8%) and Sheffield Sunshine
(4.6%), Alehouse Halcyon Atlas (3.9%)
and Simcoe Summer (4.2%), along with
White Park White Gold (3.8%), which
became my 1,000th new beer in the Kelham,
only the second pub to reach this personal
milestone. Meanwhile, even without a
festival, the ever excellent Harlequin topscored for the month with 42 new beers,
including Olicana Gold (3.9%) and Thorne
Best (3.9%), the first ales from brand new
breweries Ilkley and Thorne respectively.
The Cask & Welly continued the pale &
hoppy theme with their own Little Ale Cart
range, as usual named after kettles (or ‘steam
locomotives’ as some call them). Once
again, June’s offerings tended towards the
fruity hops, with generous quantities of
Nelson Sauvin dominating the flavour in
most cases. Crown brewery at the
Hillsborough Hotel continued their jazz
‘musicians’ series with Cab Calloway

21

by Dave Unpronouncable

(4.9%) and Charlie Christian (4.3%).
Meanwhile, at the Devonshire Cat, Brew
Company brewer Pete gave a talk on IPA,
accompanied by a tasting of American pale
ales, alongside his own Hop Ripper IPA
(4.3%), dry-hopped for the occasion with
Chinook, giving the beer a much more
pronounced grapefruit aroma and flavour.
Pub
Harlequin

June score
42

‘09 score
279

Kelham Island Tavern

38

120

Wellington

20

112

Hillsborough Hotel

8

53

Devonshire Cat

4

9

Bankers Draft

2

17

University Arms

1

6

Bath Hotel

1

5

Riverside

1

4

Outside Sheffield

28

339

Totals

145

944

The Harlequin reached 279 for the year by
the end of June, nearly reaching my personal
best for one pub in one year, set at 282 by
the Harlequin last year. On 7th July the
record was broken, with 177 days in hand...
The June awards, once again decided on the
democratic process of one man, one vote and I am that man.
My Beer Of The Month: Dum Tmave. A
dark ruby, almost black, with a light brown
head. Aroma of coffee, roasted barley,
chocolate. Roast, coffee and toffee flavour
with a hint of liquorice.
My Pub Of The Month: Zly Casy, Praha.
Atmospheric cellar bar, with half a dozen
micro-brewed beers and a huge range of
Czech and other European bottles, friendly
staff, decent prices, set away from the tourist
trail.
Na zdravi
Dave Unpronounceable
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CAMRA Meetings and socials
Saturday 1st August 12pm - RambAle

Our regular monthly walk in the Peak District not only featuring a nice bit of exercise and scenic
views, but stops at real ale pubs along the way. This month we start at the Fox House Inn at midday and
walk back to the Porter Brook on Ecclesall Road via Ringinglow and the Porter Valley. Suggested
bus from Sheffield is TM Travel bus 65 departing Sheffield Interchange at 11:27. Its approx 5 miles.

Tuesday 4th to Saturday 8th August - Great British Beer Festival
It’s CAMRA’s big national showcase of real ale, real Cider & Perry and world beers down at Earls
Court in London, and a number of Sheffield members will be amongst the large band of volunteers
working down there! More information at www.camra.org.uk/gbbf..

Tuesday 11th August 8pm - Branch meeting
The monthly formal meeting that all branch members are invited to. Here we share pub, club and
brewery news, raise any campaigning or consumer issues, vote for the pub of the month award and get
updated by the committee on what’s happening. All over a few pints of course. This month we are up
in Stannington at the Crown & Cushion.

Tuesday 18th August 8:30pm - Beer Festival planning meeting
The 2009 Steel City Beer Festival is taking place in Cemetery Park from 1st to 3rd October, and will
this year be bigger and better! This is the organising committee’s monthly meeting to discuss arrangements for the festival, if you would like to get involved please feel free to come along and join in this
meeting, at the New Barrack Tavern on Penistone Road. (Bus 53 and 78 stops outside)

Saturday 22nd August 3pm - District Pub of the Year
Join us for the party at the Coach & Horses on Sheffield Road in Dronfield as we present the branch
District Pub of the Year award, as voted for by our members. More details on page 3.

Tuesday 25th August 8pm - Beer Matters distribution social & committee meeting
The September issue of Beer Matters will be delivered to the Kelham Island Tavern this afternoon for
volunteers to distribute to their local pubs. Come down and have a beer with us when you collect
them! The monthly committee meeting also takes place here.

Saturday 29th August - RambAle
Our regular monthly walk in the Peak District not only featuring a nice bit of exercise and scenic
views, but stops at real ale pubs along the way. This is the final walk for 2009, and a longer one of
about 10 miles. We catch the 218 bus from Sheffield Interchange to Ashford in the Water at 10:28 and
walk from Ashford to Grindleford via Little Longston, Great Longstone, Hassop and Calver.

Tuesday 1st September - Branch meeting
The monthly formal meeting that all branch members are invited to. Here we share pub, club and
brewery news, raise any campaigning or consumer issues, vote for the pub of the month award and get
updated by the committee on what’s happening. All over a few pints of course. This month we are at
the Commercial in Chapeltown (bus 265 stops outside or rail station close by).
MORE INFORMATION ON BRANCH EVENTS
Contact Richard Ryan our Social Secretary on 07956 114926

SHEFFIELD TRADING STANDARDS
Short measures, misleading advertising and other consumer
complaints? www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/sheffield

Beer Matters
Editor: Andrew Cullen 07554 005 225 beermatters@sheffieldcamra.co.uk
Advertising: Alan Gibbons 0114 2664403 or 07760 308766 treasurer@sheffieldcamra.co.uk
Articles, letters and suggestions for Beer Matters are most welcome, please email them to the address above.
Please note that for legal reasons a full name and postal address should be provided with contributions.
COPY DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: TUE 11/08/09. Note opinions expressed in this publication are those of
the author and may not neccessarily represent those of the Campaign for Real Ale or the editor. Beer Matters is
copyright CAMRA Ltd.

... The Hallmark
of a Perfect Pint
Sheffield Brewery launched its first beers in January 2007. Since then we
have gone from strength to strength, producing real ales with names which
reflect Sheffield and its environs, its great history and traditions. We supply
to local free houses and to pubcos which can take advantage of the SIBA
direct delivery scheme. Our brewery tap, the Gardeners Rest in Neepsend
(below the ski slope), always has at least four of our beers available.

Core Beer Range

Brewery Tours

Five Rivers 3.8%
Crucible Best 3.8%
Seven Hills 4.2%
Blanco Blonde 4.2%
plus monthly specials

Sample our beers
along with a pie and
peas supper and an
informative tour of the
brewery. Or book the
brewery for your own
party.

Parties
For parties we can provide our
beers in 9 gallon casks, 8 pint
tins or as a range of bottles. We
can supply a portable bar with
handpumps, taps and glasses
and even personalise the packaging to reflect the occasion.

House Specials
Beers can be hand-crafted to your own
pub’s specifications (e.g. Paradise Pale
for The Wig & Pen). We can also arrange
‘meet the brewer’ nights at your pub to
explain how our beer is produced.

Unit 111, J C Albyn Complex, Burton Road, Sheffield, S3 8BT
www.sheffieldbrewery.com, email: sales@sheffieldbrewery.com
Tel: (0114) 2727256 (Tim, Brewery), 2724978 (Eddy, Gardeners Rest)

