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CAMRA’s evidence shows taxes
don't make people drink less. The
escalator has had the reverse
effect of its original intentions to
tackle cheap alcohol sales in
supermarkets. With beer on the
off trade now selling for as cheap
as 50p a pint, the beer duty
escalator encourages consumers
to buy cheaper alcohol from off
licences and supermarkets.
The increasing cost of beer also
encourages consumers to opt for
wines and spirits. 50% of beer
sales are made through pubs,
compared with just 20% of wine
and spirits. This significant gap is
key to an understanding of why
an escalating tax heavily affects
beer sales whilst wine and spirit
sales are less affected. Beer
supports
more
jobs
and
generates more VAT per unit of
alcohol sold. Ending the beer duty
escalator would result in a
financial gain to the treasury.
Every time a pub closes, 10 full
time and part time jobs are lost,
whilst each job in brewing
supports 21 jobs across the
industry. Each year the beer duty
escalator continues, these jobs
continue to be under threat. Beer
is integral to British business and
exports, with 87% of beer sold in
Britain brewed on home grown
soil.
CAMRA believes that if the
government doesn’t act now, the
beer tax will have a devastating
impact on the brewing and pub
sector. Scrapping the beer tax will
result in fewer pub closures,
higher employment, faster growth
of UK beer exports, and gain to
the country’s finances.
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KELHAM

The flavour is an earth shattering
combination of fresh floral and
spicy aromas with a full rich
body and a luscious punch of
toffee maltiness. Another great
Jim Connolly pump clip.

DEVASTATION
As spring approaches things
are looking good down at
Kelham Island.

45RPM
45RPM (4.5%) is our returning
classic for March. A real rock
'n' roller of a pale ale brewed
with a special blend of hops
to give a massive fruity citrus
aroma which sets the
mouth watering. The
succulent pale malts
support the zingy hops
as they leave a festival
of invigorating zesty
flavour.

It’s a real treat to watch the
kingfisher catching its dinner in
the mill race. If you’ve never
visited the area and its great
selection of pubs, put it
on your list. We have
two great offerings for
March.

Dunkel Devastator
Dunkel Devestator (5.6%) is
a brand new dark wheat beer.
A devastatingly good hazy dark
wheat beer created from the
marriage of wheat and toasted
malts with German hops
fermented with specially sourced
wheat beer yeast.

Specials Calendar
If your pub hasn’t received its
Kelham Calendar, which details
all our specials for the year, drop
us an email and we’ll get one
posted out.

BARWELL

At present Rob doesn’t have his
own brewery, so is ‘cuckoo
brewing’ with Dronfield Brewery
being a natural progression from
being a keen, and actually quite
good, home brewer.

Sheffield’s newest brewer, Rob
Barwell of Dronfield Brewery,
has produced his first commercial brew

His host brewery is Wood Street
at the Hillsborough Hotel where
he brews his beers using his own
ingredients and own recipes but
using Wood Street’s kit. As part
of the arrangement Rob is likely
to also be helping out brew some
of the Wood Street beers.

BREWS AMBER

If all has gone well, it will be
available to try at the Magna beer
festival. You should also be able
to try it at other outlets including
the Hillsborough Hotel and
Roebuck in Sheffield and
various pubs in Dronfield along
with the Hill Top Sports and
Social Club.

The first of Rob’s beers is
provisionally named Dronfield
Amber and is a best bitter
somewhere between straw and
amber colour. It is designed to

be a pale and refreshing bitter, a
bit like Stones was in its heyday,
but slightly stronger in both
alcohol and flavour.

Brewery News

WORD FROM

THE HIVE

The first of the PUNKtuation
series, Parentheses, has been
seling well. This is the first
time Richard has used all
English hops in 11 years!
Look out for an exclusive beer at
The Hop festival this month, a
special collaboration after Tom
from The Hop and Rich Blue Bee
got their heads together to come
up with something rather Hoppy; a variation on the excellent
Parentheses, and all English
hops. Hopfully there will be more
in the same vein soon.

ACORN
CELEBRATES

10 YEARS

9
Also out, in time for the Six
Nations, was the latest batch of
Rugbee Rugbee Rugbee.

special Tangled Up on at the
same time. This is a long shot,
and no mistake!

Chance to Go Back in Time

Should this happen, drinkers will
be able to travel between the
pubs and taste the difference
between the various 'vintages'.
Rich commented:

Blue Bee Brewery are offering
Sheffield drinkers a unique
opportunity for a 'vertical tasting'
of their iconic Tangled Up IPA.
Since last August, Rich has kept
back a small amount of each
batch produced and breweryaged it at The Hive. (Basically,
putting it in a corner and
forgetting about it).
These are now to be released to
a carefully chosen selection of
six of the best pubs across the
city. This ambitious project has
a further twist. It is hoped that all
six pubs will have their own

Acorn Brewery celebrates its
10th birthday with various
celebrations throughout the
year. See acorn-brewery.co.uk
for updates.
March's sesonal special is White
Oak (4.8%), a pale aromatic
bitter with citrus fruit aroma and
hints of tangerine.

"Like fine wine, the beer should
mature over time, developing
different flavours as it sits in
cask. And with Tangled Up, a
well-hopped IPA at 6.0% ABV,
the results should prove
interesting".
The pubs signed up to the
'Tangled Trail' are on the map
below (route only a suggestion).
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SHINY NEW

SPECIAL FROM

SHEFFIELD

BREWERY CO
Continuing the development of
the stainless steel centenary
celebrations saw the opening
of the Design to Shine exhibition
at Millenium galleries which will
be open all year.
Pubs in town have been ordering
our specials to coincide with the
event and have reported the
Sheffield Brewery specials have
been going down an absolute
treat.
We reported last month that
demand for specials was high so
this month has seen the launch
of another steely special, which
is Staybrite, a straw coloured
IPA, and will be available while
stocks last so look out for this
and Stainless on the bar!!

Lending Hand to Students
In conjunction with the Harry
Brearley celebrations we were
also invited by the University of
Sheffield to help some young
brewery protégés have a crack
at brewing their own beers as
part of the competition.
Students started from scratch
and Tim helped them devise a
recipe (using honey) and prepare
the beers in our micro-brewery
in Neepsend.
The students really enjoyed their
time at the brewery and went
onto design their own promotional bar and event media
including posters, t-shirts and
their own pump-clips. The
students were advised by the
University in the design of the
marketing materials and the
launch of the beers was held on
8 Feb at the Interval bar.
You can see from the photo that

the event went well and The
Sheffield Brewery Co wishes the
crew at 114 every success in the
competition.

New van in town
Thanks to local car dealers, Carr
Motors, the brewery is now the
proud owner of a “new” delivery
van. Bob Winterton, sales and
operations , says the van will
make a big difference to the
operation to help cope with
demand.
The brewery also uses a
contractor on Wednesday for
delivery days but with sales
exceeding last year’s we needed
something bigger to compliment
our delivery operation. .
Tim, head brewer, says we’ll
soon dress the van with our
famous
Sheffield
Brewery
hallmark branding so on your
travels you may see us delivering
to a pub near you!

Brewery News
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CLOSED SHOP

By the time you read this The
Closed Shop on Commonside
will have been reopened by
Andy Stephens and Paul Howe
from the Rutland Arms in the
City Centre, along with business partner Chris Halse.

Initially it will be a wet led
operation, focusing on a choice
of up to 8 local ales alongside
the usual pub range of drinks
and snacks. Plans are afoot to
then re-discover the kitchen and
redecorate. More news next issue.

INN BRIEF

month. The first Sunday of the
month is open mic night (7:30pm
start) and the last Sunday of the
month is folk music from 5:30pm.

four cask ales from Thwaites
continues to be available.

REOPENED
The Dronfield Arms continues
to host a comedy night on the
second Wednesday of the month,
8pm start, tickets £3 on the door
or £2 in advance.
Meanwhile downstairs, award
winning
Vault
Restaurant
continues to prove popular and
is perhaps the only restaurant in
the area where table service can
offer a choice of 6 cask ales with
meals!
The Three Tuns in Dronfield now
has live music two Sundays a

Shakespeares on Gibralter Street,
at the time of writing, had served
1051 different beers since
opening. A special celebration
was held when the 1000th beer
was put on the bar!
The Fleur de Lys at Totley has
been running a number of charity
events at the pub, see their
Facebook page for the latest info.
The Old Queens Head behind
Sheffield Interchange now serves
food until 9pm. A choice of up to

The Dove and Rainbow is now
offering 10% off local cask ales
to CAMRA members, so there's
never been a better excuse to
call in and see what happening
at this unique city centre pub.
The welcome is always warm
even when the weather isn't, and
March sees the return of a more
regular live music programme for some reason most bands just
didn't want to play in Jan/Feb!
Stay in touch with what's on by
adding Dove and Rainbow as a
friend on Facebook or just call in
for a beer and keep an eye on
the chalkboards...

Pub News

UNI
ARMS
MUSIC AND MORE
Firstly, the team at the
University Arms would like to
thank everyone who came
down for our music nights
throughout February, musicians and customers alike you
were all great!
By the time you are reading this
Dale and Kim Storr may well
have been and gone, but it is
definitely worth a mention
regardless, they are playing
Saturday 2nd March at 9pm, for
another free gig.
Thursday 14th March sees a real
treat for all beer lovers. Roger
Protz, editor of the Good Beer
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Guide, will be hosting a beer
tasting evening at the Arms. It
promises to be a fantastic
evening as Roger will talk about
a selection of beers he has
handpicked for the evening.
Tickets are £17.50 and include
samples of all the beers. Keep
your eyes on Facebook
for a beer list.
Then, two days later,
Saturday 16th March,
the Arms is at it again,
hosting the Rock and
Roll sounds of Mystery
Train from 9pm.
The second of our Saxbob
Presents Upstairs @ The University Arms gigs is Saturday
23rd March, with Sheffield
legends M&J Blues offering an
evening of acoustic and ukelele
music. After the incredible music

of Zacc Rogers at the inaugural
Upstairs event we are really
looking forward to this one. With
more Saxbob nights on the third
Saturday of the month keep your
eyes open for posters and
announcements.
Another great evening for
beer enthusiasts is just
on the horizon in April
Claire Monk, head
brewster of Welbeck
Abbey Brewery is
hosting another 'Meet
the Brewer' night on
Wednesday 17th April.
Samples of her beers are
included in the £7.50 ticket price,
as is all of the evenings frivolity.
Looks to me like another great
line up of events is on offer
from the Arms, hope to see you
there!
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VOTE FOR

PUB OF

THE MONTH
Our Pub of the Month awatd is
a bit of positive campaigning,
highlighting local pubs that
consistently serve well kept
real ale in friendly and comfortable surroundings.

Pubs Need Your Votes!
Voting is your opportunity to
support good, real ale pubs you
feel deserve some recognition
and publicity.
All CAMRA branch members are
welcome to vote at branch
meetings or on our website at
sheffieldcamra.org.uk/potm

Current Nominees
The Ale House

It's not one pub against another,
simply vote YES or NO as to
whether you think the pub
should be PotM. If we get
enough votes in time we will
make the award.

Fraser Rd, Millhouses (bus 87)

Nomination forms are available
at branch meetings. The pub
must have been open and
serving real ale for a year and
under the same management for
6 months.

The Mount Pleasant

Winners compete alongside our
Good Beer Guide entries for
branch Pub of the Year, the
winner of which is entered into
the national competition.

Towngate Rd, High Bradfield
(buses 61, 62)

If you fancy a trip out to try the
nominated pubs, we’ve included
a map and which buses to take.

Dada Bar
Trippet Ln, City Centre (any West
Street bus or tram)

Derbyshire Ln, Norton Woodseats (bus 20A)

Old Horns Inn



The Plough Inn
New Rd, Low Bradfield (buses
61, 62)

The Riverside
Mowbray St, City Centre (buses
47, 48, 53, 87)

Rutland Arms
Brown St, City Centre (any City
Centre bus, tram or train to
Sheffield station)

The Three Merry Lads
Redmires Rd, Lodge Moor (bus 51)

Vote at branch meetings or at
sheffieldcamra.org.uk/potm
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BUSY FESTIVAL

Club in Mexborough (get there
on
the
Doncaster
train)
celebrating the best beers from
their last festival.

SPRING 2013

Loughborough

START TO
March

The Hop

Fri

1

Sat

2

We start the month with a choice
of events on the same weekend.
In Sheffield, The Hop has a
festival showcasing some of the
best beers brewed in or near
Sheffield including some beers
brewed specially for the festival,
there will also be informal meetthe-brewer events during the
Saturday afternoon followed by
live music.

Thu

7

Magna

27 28

9

Leeds and Burton
Fri

Sat

14 15 16

Fri

1

Sat

2

Over in Rotherham, Magna’s big
charity beer and music festival is
on featuring around 250 beers
across 7 bars and several stages
hosting live music.
Direct buses from Sheffield to
Magna are the 69 or A1. A shuttle
bus will also run from
Meadowhall Interchange (£2
return flat fare). CAMRA
members get discount entry rate
of £4 on Friday night and £2 at
all other sessions by showing
their membership card at the
admission desk. Non members
entry is £10 on Friday night and
£8 other sessions.
magnarealale.co.uk

Imperial Club

Sat

loughboroughcamra.org.uk

Thu

Thu

8

The following weekend sees the
Loughborough CAMRA beer
festival at the Polish Club with a
choice of around 70 real ales
plus cider and perry. To get
there, an hourly train service runs
direct
from
Sheffield
to
Loughborough on its way to
London.

thehop-sheffield.com
Wed

Fri

Sat

2

Finally, on the Saturday night,
there is an event at the Imperial

The third weekend sees events
clashing! Leeds CAMRA beer
festival takes place at Pudsey
Civic Hall (a few minutes walk
from New Pudsey station on the
Leeds-Bradford line) and Burton
on Trent CAMRA beer festival
takes place at Burton Town
Hall, an impressive gothic venue!
leeds-camra.com

SIBA BeerX

Thu

Fri

Sat

14 15 16

The big event this weekend
however is here in Sheffield, for
SIBA is in town… the Society of
Independent Brewers is a trade
organisation representing the
brewers
and
associated
businesses. The BeerX is a new
initiative bringing together their
annual conference, business
awards,
champion
beer
competition, trade show and
beer festival into one big week
long event in the same venue,
Ponds Forge.

The beer festival is open to the
public on Thursday night, Friday
night and Saturday afternoon
and night. It will feature around
500 beers of which a large
number will be real ales (cask
conditioned), the rest either
bottled or craft keg. Live music
will also feature. Entry is £5,
reduced to £3 for CAMRA
members, students and
members of the armed
forces. Tickets can be
purchased in advance
online and include glass
and programme.
Part of the beer list
includes the SIBA
award winning beers; the awards
will be presented on the
Thursday night. Local breweries
in with a chance include
Abbeydale, Acorn, Brampton
and Thornbridge.
beerx.org

Leicester
Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

20 21 22 23
Leicester CAMRA beer festival
runs at the Charotar Patidar
Samaj, featuring over 220
different beers plus cider and
perry. This festival is also famous
for having authentic Indian curry
available amongst the food
options. London trains run from
Sheffield to Leicester twice an
hour.
leicestercamra.org.uk

Old No 7
Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

28 29 30 31

Mon

1

Over 30 cask ales, ciders and
kegged beers. Cider tasting on
the Saturday afternoon. See
advert on p8.

Festival News

The Beehive

Fri

21

Easter Weekend sees a beer
festival at The Beehive in Harthill
featuring beers from the three
local counties including the local
Harthill Village Brewery.
As well as beer there will be food
and entertainment. Entry is £5,
this includes a glass and one
beer token.
To get there during the daytime,
First bus X14 runs direct from
Sheffield to Harthill and TM
Travel bus 271 runs there from
Crystal Peaks. In the evening TM
Travel bus 29A runs there from
Halfway tram terminus.
Open 6pm until late on Friday
and 2pm until late Saturday.

Blues & Beer

Fri

Sat

29 30

Also taking place on Easter
weekend is a blues and beer
festival, the latest event laid on
by promoter Saxbob.
Each evening from 7pm there will
be a programme of live music, 3
bands on each night compered
by Dave Couldwell, stalls selling
blues music related merchandise
and food. There will also be a bar
featuring a range of 12 real ales
from local breweries including
On The Edge and The
Brew Company.
It is the usual venue
– CADS on Snow
Lane (S3 7AL) – which
is a short walk from
Shakespeares pub, the
Kelham Island Tavern
and Shalesmoor tram
stop (buses 11, 12, 57 and
79A pass closer). Tickets
will be available on the
door. See p33.

April

Sat

29 30

Looking ahead to April, CAMRA
festivals in our region include:

Doncaster

Thu

Fri

Sat

11 12 13

The 23rd Doncaster CAMRA
Beer Festival will have 125
different beers at The Hub,
Doncaster College.
doncastercamra.org.uk

Skipton

Thu

Fri

Sat

PUBLIC
TRANSPORT
INFORMATION
Trains
nationalrail.co.uk
08457 48 49 50
Buses (South Yorkshire)
travelsouthyorkshire.com
01709 51 51 51
Buses (Derbyshire)
derbyshire.gov.uk/buses

11 12 13

Skipton's 7th festival the same
weekend at the Town Hall.
skiptonbeerfestival.org.uk

Hull

Thu

Fri

Sat

18 19 20

Over 100 beers at Holy Trinity
Church the next weekend.

Short measures,
misleading ads or
other consumer
complaints?
Sheffield Trading Standards
2-10 Carbrookhall Road
Sheffield
S9 2DB
0114 273 6286
tradingstandards.gov.uk/sheffield

hullcamra.org.uk

JUNE

3 Valleys

Sat

8

It has been confirmed that the 3
Valleys Festival will be taking
place again this year.
This will see a number of pubs
along with Barlow Brewery
teaming up, all serving a range
of real ales with cider,
food and music also
invoved. A free bus
will run every half
hour between all the
venues from midday
until 11pm, also
serving Dronfield
station.
The 3 Valleys
always proves
to be a good day
out experiencing the different
beers and venues.

Barlow Brewery will be showcasing their beers in a marquee
in the farmyard with live music
all afternoon and food available.
The Horns Inn at Holmesfield
will be hosting an Acorn Brewery
showcase bar. The Jolly Farmer
will have extra guest beers with
a meet the brewer event and all
day food service. The Three
Tuns will have a massively
increased beer range with all
sorts of attractions outside. The
Dronfield Arms will see an
outside bar, music stage and
food stall in the car park. The
Coach & Horses beer garden
will have an outside bar, music
and BBQ. The Miners Arms and
Castle Inn are also confirmed
and more will be announced
soon.
threevalleysfestival.org.uk
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SCOOPING IN THE

MID-ALE

EAST

AKA TEL AVIV TICKING

Asked to think of good areas
for beer, most people probably
wouldn't think of the Middle
East… and they'd be right.

would have been very cheap if
George Osborne kept his hands
out of the till - it's not just
drinkers who suffer his thefts!).

Israel however is something of
an oasis in a metaphorical and
literal desert, being surrounded
by countries that are dry in both
the alcohol sense and arid
sense.

I paid £85 out from Luton to Tel
Aviv (an outrageous £55 of which
was tax!), and £35 back to
Manchester, both with easyJet.

My first trip was prompted by
some cheapish flights (which

The flight out was mostly full of
westerners visiting Tel Aviv, but
on the flight home it was pretty
much the opposite!

Beer Travel
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We arrived at Tel Aviv Ben
Gurion airport at about 6pm, the
sun had long since set but the
country was only just coming
back to life after the Sabbath
(you think Sunday service in the
UK is bad? the whole of Israel
shuts down from about 3pm
Friday
until
about
6pm
Saturday!).
Passport control was pretty
painless, just a few questions
about our plans, and they were
sociable enough not to stamp
our passports (on request) so
we're not banned from the Arab
world. A 10 minute train journey
took us into town, where we
went looking for beer and food.
Be warned - train fares in Israel
are a bargain, everything else is
chingtastic!

Bit of a Wash-out
Our first evening was a bit of a
wash-out… by the time we'd
endured a signal-related train
farce and sorted our tickets for
the next couple of days, we
didn't have much time, so
resolved to eat and drink on
route to our hotel (we got a
pretty basic hotel for about
£20pppn,
all
the
others
bookable online were at least
twice the cost).
We found a café serving kebabs,
and there was a tap and a fridge
full of beer… sadly, after
ordering food, closer inspection
revealed the tap to be Heineken
and the fridge to be full of
standard German beers. No
thanks!
After eating we stopped off at a
supermarket on the way to the
hotel, here the proprietor
watched as I selected about 8
different Israeli beers, before

The Dancing Camel brewery (above) and pub (opposite).
informing me when I got to the
till that they stopped selling
alcohol half an hour ago…

Dancing Camel Brewpub
The next night we started with a
visit to the Dancing Camel
brewpub, about 10 minutes walk
from our hotel.
As expected, the prices are
pretty steep compared to here,
fortunately there is a sample tray
available for 70 shekels (about
£12!), compared to
29 shekels (a fiver) a
pint.

Midnight Stout (4.9%), a thick,
smoothly roasty stout, and
Cherry Vanilla Stout (4.9%),
presumably the Midnight with
the addition of, er, cherries and
vanilla. The vanilla comes
through more strongly than the
cherries, though the latter do
impart a pleasant sourness.
The final beer is Golem - this is
an ice-distilled IPA, blended
with the standard IPA, each
blend is different and the ABV is
given as being anything from
9.5% upwards!

...each blend
is different
and the ABV is
given as being
anything from
9.5% upwards!

We started with Eve
(4.9%), a blonde ale
with slight sweetness
and a grassy finish,
before moving on to
Hefe Wit (5.0%) – a
slightly
confused
hybrid style with German wheat
and yeast, but Belgian style
coriander and orange additions.

Next up were the hoppy beers,
the amber-coloured, honeyinfused American Pale Ale
(5.2%), and the slightly darker,
Cascade-laden India Pale Ale
(7.25%). We crossed to the dark
side for the last two samples,

Golem
is
only
available once a
month, at full moon unless you manage
to blag it like we did!
Brewer David was
there, and when I
mentioned I was a
brewer and only in
Israel two days he sorted us a
glass each - not even a cellar
run, he connected it up to a
handpump!
The beer itself is surprisingly
smooth given the strength, very
little alcohol taste detectable. A
piney aroma followed by a fruity
flavour and heavy, slightly
buttery mouthfeel.
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To the Supermarket
We made sure to get to the
supermarket before 11pm this
time, and so I duly selected one
of each Israeli beer.
First up, various offerings from
Malka of Yehiam. Admonit Pale
Ale (5.5%) was a bit malty for
my taste, too much caramel
taste and not very crisp. Behira
Blonde (6.5%) was a slightly
fruity, slightly spicy saison style,
while Hita Wheat (5.0%) was a
passable attempt at a German
wheat beer, but too thin and too
sweet.
Goldstar Dark Lager (4.9%)
from Tempo in Netanya may be
dark for a lager, but it's certainly
not a dark beer, Amber in
colour, it's a fairly bland, slightly
sweet beer.
From Alexander brewery we
tried the sweet, yeasty Blonde
(5.3%), and the even sweeter
Ambree (5.7%).
Finally, three beers from Pavo…
Pils (5.0%), a fairly reasonable if
uninspiring example of the style,
Tripel (9.0%), actually quite
bitter for the style alongside

fruity and herbal flavours, and
Israeli Pale Ale (5.3%), an
amber-coloured slightly tropical
flavoured beer with a slightly dry
finish.

Airport Fun and Games
Getting back to the airport was
easy, but the next two hours
were a real endurance test… first
one catches a (mercifully free)
shuttle bus from
Terminal 3 (from a
poorly signposted
stop) to Terminal
1, where one
walks through a
metal detector,
queues up to be
interrogated,
passes one's bag through a
scan-ner. And that's just to get
to check in!

passport and ask why you've
been to the countries they find
stamps for. I even saw people
being asked where they got
their tattoos done and what they
mean!
Then comes a full bag search,
everything will be taken out,
some stuff will be rescanned,
they will swab all over your bag,
phone, etc. By the end you'll
think
you've
been caught by
Mossad! Eventually, you get an
internal bus back
to T3 and might
have 10 minutes
until the plane
leaves.

I did enjoy my trip to
Tel Aviv and found the
place surprisingly
relaxed (away from
the airport!)

After check-in your passport is
checked to get into emigration
hall, you then go to proper
passport control, then the REAL
fun and games begin… after a
standard airport bag scan and
walk-through scan, you then
wait to be given the third degree
on where you've been, what
you've done, who you've met,
etc, they'll go through your

I did enjoy my trip to Tel Aviv and
found the place surprisingly
relaxed (away from the airport!).
Everywhere we went we saw
armed soldiers, but they weren't
guarding, they were just national
service conscripts commuting
(with assault rifles…). I may go
back next year, there's another
brewpub in Haifa to visit, another
in Be're Sheva, and several more
micros to try.
Dave Unpronounceable

Branch News
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VARSITY

CHALLENGE
Members of the University of
Sheffield Real Ale Society
visited Thornbridge Brewery
on Friday 15th February to
brew their very own beer.
This was as part of a Varsity
brewing challenge – students
from Hallam University had been
there doing their beer the day
before.
The University of Sheffield beer
is expected to be a pale, hoppy
best bitter using a tasty cocktail
of hops. The Hallam University
beer is said to be based on a
traditional English malty bitter
but with the additions of a
number of secret herbs and
spices. Can’t wait to try both
beers!

EXPLORING

WORKSOP
Members of Sheffield, Dronfield
and Chesterfield branches of
CAMRA joined up for a day out
exploring the better pubs of
Worksop on Saturday 16th
February, starting and ending
at the Mallard on the station
platform, which had a selection
of 4 real ales.

Arnie O’Neill
We've just received the news of
Arnie O’Neill's passing away via
a mutual friend of ours. We are
sorry to hear of the sad news and
we fondly remember Arnie and
Linda as well-liked customers of
the Cask & Cutler before they
moved to Filey.
Neil and Sheila Clarke

The next stop was the Grafton
Hotel, a fairly traditional building
with the public area in a U shape
with two seating areas and a
pool table room. The pub has
about 11 real ales across two
bars – one bar dedicated to pale
beers, the other dedicated to
dark beers. This pub is the tap of
Grafton Brewery and their
Blondie was on the bar at just

£1.80 a pint (with a further 10p a
pint off for CAMRA members)
and we were given samples of
some other specialist Grafton
beers that were in the cellar
including a banana beer and an
aniseed beer. All the beers in the
Grafton were very reasonably
priced, the most expensive beer
being an award winning 6% ABV
Ruby Mild at £3 a pint.
We (eventually) moved on from
here to The Anchor which was
holding a beer festival with a
temporary bar in the tap room
extending the beer range and
food was available in the lounge.
One or two of us can vouch for
the generous portion sizes…
Finally the Station Hotel, a newly
refurbished hotel bar with friendly
service and comfy seats, 5 real
ales on with beer from Salisbury,
Harthill, Cottage, Axholme and
Welbeck Abbey at the time of
our visit.
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There will also be the chairman’s
review of the year and the
announcement of the Pub of the
Year winner.

BRANCH New Committee

AGM

The branch AGM takes place
on Tuesday 2nd April, upstairs
at the Red Deer on Pitt Street,
Sheffield City Centre.
This fulfils all the legal requirements of an AGM including
presentation of our accounts to
our members, appointment of
auditors and the debating of any
motions submitted ahead of the
meeting (deadline 5th March).

The AGM also elects a new
committee for the year ahead.
We are really in need of new
volunteers to join the committee with various existing
members wishing to do less due
to other commitments in their
life.
If you would like to put yourself
forward as a nomination for
committee member, fill in a form
at the branch meeting or email
secretary@sheffieldcamra.org.uk
All Sheffield & District CAMRA
members are welcome to attend
the AGM.

Committee Roles
Pubs Officer
Pub Heritage Officer
Secretary
Young Members Contact
Membership Secretary
Social Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Treasurer
Press Officer
Strategic Relations Officer
Apple Rep (cider campaigns)
Chairman
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Sheffield & District ChapeltownWalkabout
March

Champion Beer

Tue

5

8pm. At our last Steel City Beer
Festival we ran a tasting panel to
judge a beer from each brewery
in Sheffield that had beer in the
festival and the winning brewery
was White Rose. Join us as we
present the winner's certificate
to brewer Gary Sherriff at The
Commercial in Chapeltown. Bus
265 stops outside the pub.

Branch meeting

Tue

12

8pm. Open to all members to
share pub, club, brewery and
campaign news, vote for PotM
and discuss any other branch
business – over a pint or two of
course. Old Queens Head at
Sheffield bus interchange.

RambAle

Sat

16

9:25am. Our monthly country
walk – combining a bit of light
exercise amongst the stunning
Peak District scenery with the
pleasures of drinking real ale in
genuine country pubs! This time
we are walking from Topley Pike
near Buxton to Bakewell via the
Monsal Trail, calling in at the
Anglers Rest and Packhorse
along the way. We travel out
there on TM Travel bus 65 from
Sheffield Interchange at 09:25
and return on bus 218. TM Travel
day ticket costs £5.80.

Festival Planning

Tue

19

8pm. We continue discussing
arrangements for this years Steel
City Beer & Cider Festival, which
we plan to hold at Ponds Forge
in October. The Plough in Low
Bradfield (buses 61, 62).

Sat

23

12pm. An event for members to
drink in pubs they wouldn't
normally get to, especially useful
if survey or judging is due! This
time we're in Chapeltown starting
at the Norfolk Arms (bus 265).

BM Distribution and 26
Committee Meeting

CHAIRMAN
Andrew Cullen
07554 005 225
chairman@sheffieldcamra.org.uk

PRESS AND PUBLICITY
Dave Williams
07851 998 745
press@sheffieldcamra.org.uk

Tue

8pm. If you have volunteered for
magazine distribution then come
along tonight to collect your
supply and have a pint with other
distributors. The branch committee will also be present before
holding their meeting. Rutland
Arms, Brown Street, City Centre.

MEMBERSHIP
Mike Humphrey
membership@sheffieldcamra.org.uk

SOCIAL
Richard Ryan
07432 293 513
CAMRA Sheffield & District is a
branch of CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road,
St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 4LW.
camra.org.uk

April

Branch AGM

Tue

2

8pm. Branch annual general
meeting where the committee for
the next year is elected, the
accounts are reported and
auditors appointed, we discuss
any motions submitted for
debate and the Pub of the Year
winner is announced. New
committee members will be very
welcome! The normal branch
meeting follows. Red Deer
(upstairs), Pitt Street, City Centre.

Dronfield & District
March

Magna Minibus Trip

Fri

1

Our minibus will pick you up in
Dronfield at Three Tuns or Coach
& Horses and take you to Magna
in Rotherham, an old steel works
hosting a big beer festival with
over 200 real ales to try along
with live music. The minibus will
return you home in Dronfield
afterwards. Please book places

via Nick Wheat. The bus is
expected to cost around £7 and
entry to the festival for card
carrying CAMRA members is £4
(£10 for non-members).

Saltaire Train Trip

Sat

2

We travel to Saltaire for the
Bradford beer festival and a few
other choice beery destinations
on the way back. For details
check the Dronfield CAMRA
website.

Subbranch meeting 20
Wed

8pm. The monthly meeting open
to all members to catch up on
branch business and share
news. This month the venue is
Gosforth Fields Sports Club on
Bubnell Road (off Stubley Drive)
in Dronfield Woodhouse (bus 43).
For more info and bookings,
please contact our Social
Secretary Richard Ryan on
07432 293 513.

